OLD LOVE STORIES
RETOLD

DANTE AND BEATRICE

THE great historic love stories of the world
are like the great classics of art and litera-
ture. They have become universal symbols
of human experience. There are many ways of
loving, many shapes of story taken by the fate-
ful passion of love in a difficult world, which,
though it may love a lover, seldom shows its love
in the form of active sympathy while the story
is in the making. The great love stories fix either
the type of loving after the manner of one or
another temperament, or the type of dramatic
expression imposed upon love by circumstance.
Thus the story of Tristram and Iseult stands for
a love irresistibly passionate, stormily sensual,
a very madness of loving. It represents a quality
of, a way of, loving. The significance of the
story of Paolo and Francesca, on the other hand,